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Graduate Student Learning Outcome Rubrics 
 

1. Synthesize theoretical and research concepts from multiple perspectives to inform inquiry and practice. 
 EXEMPLARY (4-5) COMPETENT (2-3) MARGINAL OR UNACCEPTABLE (0-1) 

a) Generate proposal(s) to address 
clearly articulated problem/issue  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Describes problem/issue to be 
addressed clearly and 
comprehensively, articulating all 
relevant information necessary for full 
understanding.  
 
Generates a proposal that is creative, 
focused, and manageable with the 
potential to address significant but 
previously less explored aspects of 
the problem/issue. 

States, describes, and clarifies 
problem/issue to be addressed 
without glaring omissions.  
 
 
 
Proposal generated is focused and 
manageable to appropriately address 
relevant aspects of the problem/issue. 

States problem/issue to be addressed 
but description lacks clarity or leaves 
ambiguities unexplored or 
boundaries/background unclear.  
 
 
Generates proposal that is 
manageable/doable but too narrowly 
focused, omitting relevant aspects of 
the problem/issue, or too broad and 
general to be manageable, so it does 
not adequately address the 
problem/issue. 

b) Integrate theoretical and research 
concepts from multiple 
perspectives in analyzing issue 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Demonstrates a solid understanding 
of the issue, drawing on multiple 
sources.   
 
Uses appropriate accepted theory, 
methods, and techniques pertinent to 
the research process for this issue. 
   
 
Connects theoretical and research 
components. 

Communicates an informed 
understanding of the issue. 
 
 
Identifies various theories, methods, 
and techniques that may apply to the 
research process for this issue. 
 
 
Recognizes the impact of theoretical 
concepts on scholarly research.    

Gaps in basic knowledge of the issue.  
 
 
 
Uses theories, methods, and/or 
techniques that are not appropriate 
for the research on this issue. 
 
 
Displays lack of insight into the 
connections between theory and 
research.   
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 EXEMPLARY (4-5) COMPETENT (2-3) MARGINAL OR UNACCEPTABLE (0-1) 
c) Critique existing work to 

summarize current knowledge 
about the issue  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Provides an in-depth assessment of 
multiple perspectives on the issues.   
 
Clearly articulates strengths, 
limitations and or omissions that may 
exist in the reporting of current 
knowledge about the issue. 

Addresses multiple perspectives on 
the issue.   
 
Recognizes strengths, limitations 
and/or omissions of current 
knowledge of the issue.   

Addresses a narrow perspective on 
the issue.  
 
Identifies strengths or weaknesses of 
a given perspective. 
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