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The Gods of Comedy is a fast-paced comedy by Ken Lud-
wig about two young classics professors, Daphne and 
Ralph, who make a career-changing discovery: a sup-
posedly authentic, unknown manuscript of the ancient 
Greek playwright Euripides. When the manuscript goes 
missing, Daphne desperately calls on the gods of an-
cient Greece for help—and to her shock, the Greek god 
Dionysus and the Muse Thalia actually appear. Instead 
of quietly solving the problem, the two immortal visitors 
create chaos across a prestigious university campus. As 
Dionysus and Thalia try to navigate the modern world, 
they become involved in misunderstandings, roman-
tic complications, academic rivalries, and outrageous 
schemes. Their larger-than life personalities clash with 
the serious, status-conscious culture of the university, 
leading to mistaken identities, physical comedy, and 
increasingly absurd situations. The play is a screwball 
farce that combines: Greek mythology, modern college 
life, romantic comedy, satire of academia and social sta-
tus, physical comedy and witty dialogue. At its heart, The 
Gods of Comedy asks whether knowledge, fame, and 
success are really as important as love, joy, and human 
connection—all while keeping the audience laughing.

Deathtrap is a dark comedy-thriller by Ira Levin that 
combines mystery, suspense, and humor. The story
centers on Sidney Bruhl, a once-successful playwright 
who has not had a hit in years. When one of his former 
students, Clifford Anderson, sends him a brilliant new 
murder mystery script called Deathtrap, Sidney 
becomes jealous of the play’s potential success. 
Desperate to revive his career, he begins considering 
a shocking solution: stealing the script and claiming 
it as his own. As Sidney, his wife Myra, Clifford, and 
a psychic neighbor named Helga ten Dorp become 
entangled in a web of deception, the audience is 
confronted with twists, betrayals, hidden motives, 
and unexpected revelations. Just when it seems the 
mystery has been solved, new surprises emerge that 
completely change what the audience believes to be 
true. The play is famous for Constant plot twists and 
reversals; a blend of suspense and comedy, psycho-
logical manipulation; deception and characters whose 
true intentions are often hidden. Rather than relying 
on gore or violence, Deathtrap builds tension through 
clever writing, misdirection, and shocking revelations. 
It became one of the longest-running comedy-thrillers 
in Broadway history and was later adapted into the 
1982 film Deathtrap starring Michael Caine and 
Christopher Reeve.

Directed by: Brian Fruits-Esparza

October 2-4
October 8-11

Directed by: Dr. Kevin Trudeau

November 13-15
November 19-22



Steel Magnolias is a heartfelt comedy-drama, written 
and owned by Robert Harling that celebrates friend-
ship, resilience, and the strength of women in a small 
Southern community. Set in a beauty salon in a small 
town in Louisiana, the play follows six women whose 
lives intersect over several years. The salon, run by 
Truvy Jones, serves as a gathering place where the 
women share stories, gossip, joys, and hardships. At 
the center of the story is Shelby Eatenton-Latcherie, 
a young woman with Type 1 diabetes who dreams of 
living life on her own terms, despite the health risks 
she faces. Her loving but protective mother, M’Lynn, 
struggles to balance supporting Shelby’s choices with 
concern for her daughter’s well-being. Around them 
are a memorable group of friends who provide humor, 
wisdom, and unwavering support through life’s tri-
umphs and tragedies. The title Steel Magnolias 
reflects the women themselves: like magnolia flowers, 
they are graceful and outwardly delicate, but beneath 
the surface they possess extraordinary strength. The 
play is known for themes of friendship, family, love, 
and loss, sharp Southern wit and memorable dialogue 
and powerful moments of both laughter and heart-
break.

Directed by: Annie Calhoun

Directed by: Dr. Kevin Trudeau

The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee is a hi-
larious and surprisingly heartfelt musical comedy with 
music and lyrics by William Finn and a book by Rachel 
Sheinkin. The show follows six quirky middle school 
students competing in a county spelling bee. Each 
contestant is exceptionally talented but also dealing 
with personal insecurities, family pressures, loneliness, 
and the awkwardness of growing up. As the competi-
tion progresses, the audience learns about their lives, 
dreams, and struggles through comedic scenes and 
musical numbers. The bee is overseen by the eccentric
former champion Rona Lisa Peretti, the increasingly 
frustrated vice principal Douglas Panch, and Mitch Ma-
honey, a former convict serving as the competition’s 
comfort counselor. As students are eliminated one by 
one, they must come to terms with winning, losing, and 
discovering who they are beyond the competition. The 
musical is known for laugh-out-loud comedy and impro-
visation, audience participation (audience members are 
often invited to compete), memorable and quirky songs, 
themes of identity, family, belonging, and growing up.

February 19-21     February 25-28

April 23-25 April 29-
May 2
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