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Building of the Illinois & Michigan Canal

Video presentation for 4th grade. 5-day lesson plan
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Canals of Illinois

Social Studies Unit for the State of Illinois

Summer - 2004

---------------------------------------------​

Materials:

1. Video Documentary (1 hour) - Prairie Tides: Building of the Illinois &

Michigan Canal.
..
​

2. Text - Shaw, Ronald E., (1990). Canals for a Nation: The Canal Era in

the United States 1790-1860.

3. Text - Ranney, Edward, with text by Emily Harris, (1998). Prairie Passage: The Illinois and Michigan Canal Corridor.

4. Text - Illustrated by Peter Spier. The Erie Canal.

5. Materials - Partnership of the Canal Corridor Association and Lewis University (summer 2004). The Last Great American Canal: How the Illinois & Michigan Canal United 19th Century America.

Social Studies Standards:

16.E.2a Identify environmental factors that drew settlers to the state and 
regIOn.

16.E.2c Describe environmental factors that influenced the development of 
transportation and trade in Illinois.

17.A.2a Compare the physical characteristics of places including soils, land forms, vegetation, wild life, climate, and natural hazards.

17.A.2b Use maps and other geographic representations and instruments to 
gather information about people, places, and environments.

17.
C.2b Describe the relationships among location of resources, population distribution and economic activities (e.g., transportation, trade, communications ).

17. D.2b Identify different settle_ent patterns in Illinois and the United 
States and relate them to physical features and resources.

18.B.2a Describe interactions of individuals, groups, and institutions in 
situations drawn from local community.

Goal/Objectives:

1. The student will read video guide to gain preliminary background


information before viewing video.

2. The student will view video and make connections to self, text, and


world.

3. The student will assemble booklet activities to be aware of changes in


the land and in transportation in Illinois.

Assessment:

The student will write a reflection on the importance of The I&M Canal to the people of Illinois.


Five-Day Lesson Plan for Prairie Tides Video

"Day I - Introduction to video.

Pass out to read and discuss...Classroom Reading - Video Preview. Pass out maps to view and discuss.. . Canals Built by 1860, The Canal Corridor.

Day 2 - paper and pencil per student.

Show 1st part of video. Student will write 1 question they need clarified and write 1 fact they learned watching the video.

Discuss students' question and fact.

NOTE...Day 3-4 could be combined.

Day 3 - paper and pencil per student.


Show 2nd part of video. Student will write 1 question they need clarified and write 1 fact they learned watching the video.

. Discuss students' question and fact.

Day 4 - paper and pencil per student.

Show 3rd part of video. Student will write 1 question they need clarified and write 1 fact they learned watching the video.

Discuss students' question and fact.

Day 5 - pencil, scissors, and stapler.

Pass out 2 booklets to cut and staple. Pass out song.. . The Erie Canal and sing.

Day 6 - paper and pen... writing assessment.

Write about the importance of the I&M Canal to the people of Illinois. Classroom Reading Video Preview

The Canal Shapes History:

The I&M Canal changed the nation when it opened in 1848 and provided the last link in a chain of waterways that connected the eastern seaboard with the Mississippi River system. By connecting Lake Michigan to the Illinois River, the I&M extended the water highway that the Erie Canal created trom New York to the Great Lakes at Buffalo. Boats could now cross the Great, Lakes to Chicago, take The I&M Canal to LaSalle, and follow the Illinois to the Mississippi River south to the Gulf of Mexico. In an era when water was the most efficient way to move people and bulky goods, the I&M Canal made shipping possible all the way from New York to New Orleans, and created Chicago as the nation's greatest inland port.

Geology made it possible:

_Although the canal was built in the 1800s, its story began over 12,000 years ago during the last Ice Age. A sheet of ice that was up to a mile thick (the height of the Sears Tower) covered most of Illinois. This Wisconsin glacier carved the Great Lakes and flattened the prairie plains of Illinois.

- People that inhabited this land hunted wooly mammoths, mastodons, and 300 pound giant beavers. These giant mammals would soon become extinct, and humans took center stage as the dominant species.

400 million year old limestone (actually called dolomite) and coal can be found in Illinois.

As the glacier retreated, its meltwaters carved the DesPlaines and Illinois River valleys, creating a natural passageway from Lake Michigan to the Illinois River. Four thousand years ago, a subcontinental divide rose up to interrupt this passageway. This low ridge (around present-day Harlem Avenue) forced the Chicago River to flow east into Lake Michigan, and the DesPlaines to flow west into the Illinois and Mississippi Rivers. This divide, later known as the Chicago Portage, is key to the canal story.

Video Overview:

*1673 - French explorer, Louis Jolliet, and French missionary, Jacques Marquette.

Louis Jolliet was born in 1645 near Quebec, New France (now Canada). At the age often, he was enrolled in a Jesuit college and studied to be priest. In 1668, he decided to become a trader among native peoples. Working as a fur trader from 1669 - 1671, Jolliet explored the Great Lakes region and became a great mapmaker. He also met Jacques Marquette, a French-born missionary, who moved to Quebec in 1666.

In 1672, the governor of New France chose Jolliet and Marquette to explore the Mississippi River. The governor wanted to see if this great river flowed south into the Gulf of Mexico or west to the Pacific Ocean. On May 17, 1673 Jolliet, Marquette and five others started their journey in two birch bark canoes and proved the Mississippi flowed south to the Gulf of Mexico.

"On their journey home, Native American guides showed Jolliet and Marquette a short cut back to Canada. From the Mississippi, the guides led them up the Illinois and DesPlaines Rivers, through the Chicago Portage to the Chicago River and to Lake Michigan. While

crossing the Chicago Portage, Jolliet first thought of the idea of building a canal to connect the Great Lakes and Mississippi River.

_* 1818 - Portage Trail still exists and canal possibilities are still a dream. Chicago begins as a Fort. Traders rendezvous in Chicago. Fur trading is the greatest commodity at this time.

A young Vermont Yankee, Gurdon Hubbard (age 16) joins the French/Canadian fur traders. They too must portage over a shallow lagoon (Mud Lake).

Hubbard initially works as a fur trader and adventurer. He eventually becomes a business tycoon, with interests in meatpacking, real estate, insurance and warehouses. Hubbard was one of the original canal commissioners for The I&M Canal.

President, James Madison, is seeing the importance of using Native American land in the 21st State (Illinois) for a canal. The government demands 300,000 acres from the Native Americans.

Pioneers begin to head west towards Illinois. Slowly, fur trading disappears and the rich black soil of Illinois is turned into farmland.

Michael Scanlon was an Irish immigrant who was hired to help dig the canal. Because there were no machines, he used a shovel, a pick, and a wheelbarrow to dig the 6- foot deep channel. He worked 12 hours a day, six days a week for a dollar a day. When money ran out, he was paid with canal scrip, which could be cashed in for 20-50 cents to the dollar or to buy canal land.

Michael Scanlon
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Working conditions were very bad. Malaria (fever) disabled and killed workers, and for several years, cholera and typhus epidemics spread through the camps. Poisonous rattlesnakes were a threat, and in the summer, heat and high humidity made work unbearable. Mosquitoes and biting flies also made digging the canal very hard. In marshy areas, leeches covered the skin of canal diggers. In 1838, between 700 - 1000 canal workers died.

Royal Fox

Royal Fox was the locktender at the Bridgeport lock from May 6, 1848 until February 28, 185.2. The locks on the I & M Canal ​created a "water ladder" that allowed boats to climb up or down the change in elevation between the Chicago and Illinois River. When the canal was open, (usually April until November) he was on call 24 hours a day to operate the lock gates and allow boats to "lock through" into the canal or from the canal to the Chicago River. In September 1848, 730 canal boats locked through at Bridgeport.

Other duties included lock maintenance, repairs and upkeep of the canal around their lock. For his work, Royal Fox received $300 annual pay and a rent-free house.
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Alson Woodruff

Alson Woodruff was the captain of an I&M Canal packet boat that made the 22-26 hour journey between Chicago and LaSalle. As captain, Woodruff hired the crew, collected the money for tickets, managed all operations of the boat, and made certain all rules of the canal were followed. One rule required captains to make a list of all passengers over 12 years of age, listing them by name, and keeping track of where they traveled. From 1848 until 1852, about 26,000 people per year traveled on the canal.

Some packet boats carried mail, and captains served as mailmen, sorting and delivering mail as they traveled on the canal.

James Butler (Wild Bill) Hickok (1837-1876)

Born in Troy Grove, Illinois, Wild Bill Hickok once was a mule driver on the I&M Canal. As a mule driver, he guided the team of mules or horses that pulled boats along the 96-mile canal. He had to walk long stretches along the towpath, coax stubborn mules,' and sometimes rescue horses or mules that fell into the canal. When two canal boats passed each other, he had to make sure the towropes did not get tangled.
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Although he did not stay long, Wild Bill was the most famous mule driver on the I&M Canal. Once he tangled with another mule driver who was a bully. During the fight, they both fell into the canal, and Bill thought he had killed the bully. Soon after he headed west, where he became a famous lawman and gunslinger.

_Page 16 of 18 - Excerpts from I&M Canal Passage: 3-4-5 Unit @Canal Corridor Association, June 2004.

· 1822 - Gurdon Hubbard now 20 years of age marries Watseka, a 13 year old girl from the Potawatomi Tribe. (Eventually, Watseeka leaves her husband to rejoin her tribe).
.

· 1826 - Chicago still a tiny town surrounded in mud. It has a current population of approximately 20 people. Only towns located near rivers are growing.

· 1827 - Illinois is still considered remote. Congress gives the land from the Indians to  Illinois.

· 1830 - Illinois tries to sell land to future settlers.

· 1832 - Indians rebel. They were defeated and will need to move west of the Mississippi River. At this time 5 millions acres are demanded from the Native Americans by the government.
John Lane of Lockport, invents the steel plow crafted from saw blades. Settlers now come to the fertile state to farm.

· 1834 - Chicago River port opens. Governor Joseph Duncan wants a canal. Chicago land sales boom...$100 lots increase immediately to $3,000 and two years later sell for $15,000. Abraham Lincoln votes for the Canal Bill. Irish immigrants will build the canal. Bridgeport Canal will begin.

· 1836 - Ground breaking of the canal. Irish diggers totaled 1,000 men. Gurdon Hubbard is now a businessman.

----------------------------------​

- - NOTE...Possible pause (approximately 30 minutes into video). ​

----------------------------------​
· 1836 - William Gooding is hired to build the canal. Gooding worked as an engineer for canals in Canada and Ohio. He will be responsible for overseeing all construction activities. . . digging the canal, building bridges and aqueducts, feeder canals, dams, and locks, etc.

· The canal will be 6 feet deep with 35 degree slopes, 60 feet wide up to 120 feet in certain areas, and 96 miles long. There will be 25 bridges, 4 aqueducts, and 15 locks. The locks will allow the canal to descend 140 feet. Headquarters will be located in Lockport. The building estimate of $8 million dollars rose to $13 million dollars.

Tidbits. . . (The town of Athens is now called Lemont. The Stevenson Expressway had to cover over the Chicago part of the Canal. Rome is now called Romeoville. Peoria is at the level of Lake Michigan.)

· Digging the canal is back breaking work. The diggers worked 6 daysa week from sunrise to sunset for $1.00 a day.

· Grubbing is clearing the land. When the land could not be cleared by hand due to rock formations. . . dynamite was used.

· Many deaths due to weather conditions, malaria, cholera, food, etc.

· Eventually, the canal is considered as a memorial for all Irish diggers.

· 1837 - Rich deposits of coal, limestone (or dolomite) and silica found. In the town of Morris, Indian burial mounds were found. Chicago is growing, money in coming into the town. There is no sanitation and rivers are polluted.

· 1837 - Chicago suffers a financial collapse. This is considered a depression. The State of Illinois is out of money. Scrip money is used.

· 1845 - Politicians want William Gooding to quit because they want their friends to continue building the canal. The politicians are doing this out of greed. Gooding is reinstated 6 months later.

· 1848 - Water finally fills tthe empty canal. The canal is put to use.  It took 12 years to build the canal.

· The boats can carry 150 tons and travel 4 mph. The boats are pulled by a team of mules. Mule drivers are 13 to 14 years of age.



Now that the canal is in full bloom, an enormous land boom takes place.
. -


 Ogden, Hubbard and others establish the Chicago Board-of Trade to regulate trading of commodities. This regulation sets standards on the quality and price of goods. The telegraph arrives, tolls are created to use the canal, and land values sore.

The railroad is opened and now places competition against the canal Packet boats are no longer used for transportations...the railroad is quicker. Freight transportation is cheaper using the canal than the railroad.

· 1860 - Population of Chicago is now at 100,000 people. *1861-1865 - Civil War.

· 1864 - Chicago population is at 250,000 people.

· 1871 - The Chicago Fire.

The Canal Corridor History

Booklet by: The Canal Corridor History

1. 10, 000 B.C.- Retreating Glaciers at the End of the Ice Age
2. Circa 1600 – Illinois Village

3. 1840s - Construction of the  Illinois & Michigan Canal 

4. 1860s – The Canal’s Heyday.

5. 1910s - :Nearing the End! of the Canal Era.

6. 2001 - Classic Small Town America.
