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Topic Title:  A Teacher’s Guide to Field Trips Along the I&M Canal
This guide will be divided into the Lockport connection to the I&M Canal and more further reaching communities along the canal beginning at Chicago’s portage and ending in Utica at the Starved Rock Lock and Dam.

Field Trip Overview











Our goal is to prepare both teachers and students for the I&M Canal experience.  In the packet you will find information and activities.  Our mission is to help guide you directly to the free sites and guided tours along the remarkable and historic I&M Canal.

Ideally your trip will begin in Lockport at the Gaylord Building, which was a warehouse and is currently a museum and gallery housing artifacts from the canal era.  There is a trail tour along the canal to Lock # 1.  The Will County Historical Society Museum is just up the hill from the Gaylord Building on State Street.  It now houses canal period items in 10 rooms.  Adjacent to the museum is the Pioneer Settlement, with buildings dating back to the 1830’s.








The field trip could take as long as three hours, including lunch.  Please have your children dress comfortably.  Please always contact the sites prior to visiting.  Please also impress upon your students and chaperones the real danger posed by the speeding trains adjacent to the building and canal.







Enclosed you will find the addresses and telephone numbers for both locations.  You will also find a list of additional sites to further enhance your canal experience or as a suggestion to a curious student or chaperone interested in learning about our unique Illinois heritage.




                            Specific Information in Overview




























The Gaylord building was built in 1837; it was the canal commissioner’s office and home.  It was also headquarters for the construction and operation of the canal.  It contains thousands of documents, artifacts and photographs relating to the canal.  In addition to these uses it was also a warehouse and storage facility for the actual picks, shovels and wheelbarrows used in digging the canal.  It is currently managed and owned by The National Historic Preservation.  It is open year-round 10a.m. to 5p.m. Tuesday through Sunday.










The I&M Canal State Trail Visitor Center is an information and educational resource facility for the public and students.  The trail is 2 ½ miles long, however you need not complete the entire trail.  Along the trail are markers noting where you presently are on the canal passage as well as significant facts that apply to that particular spot.  Also, silhouettes appear along the trail bring the visitor back to a different, more genteel time, when cruising the canal on packet boat was a slower, quiet and more relaxed way to travel.  The Will County Historical Society Museum houses a collection of I&M related artifacts, pictures, documents and materials.  The museum has 10 rooms, including the complete office of Dr. Dougall, chief surgeon for the I&M division.  Outside the museum is the Pioneer Settlement.  The authentic buildings have been rescued and moved to the site.  The two block site is actually an outdoor museum.  Among the many buildings are; a one-room schoolhouse, a railroad station, a jail and a log cabin.  Teachers, please do not forget your camera.  There is a photo opportunity not to be missed.  Among the buildings is a whetstone used for sharpening tools and knives.  How perfect to have your students pose with their “nose to the grindstone”!

  The Illinois and Michigan Canal:  

        A Dream to Connect the Continent

From a discovery made by accident Louis Jolliet and Father Jacques Marquette “discovered” the Illinois divide of North America.  Jolliet was a fur trader and visionary.  He saw a small “flowage” of water in Illinois’ geography, and thought a small canal could be cut through the portage trail to the Illinois River from Lake Michigan.  Now New Orleans and New York could be linked to the four cabins and Fort Dearborn in a place called Chicago by the Native Americans.  Chicago was, as most historians agree, stemming from the Native American name for wild garlic.  In Chicago, voyageurs from France and Canada traded the Indians furs for blankets, iron pots and knives.


A 16-year-old boy named Gurden Hubbard came to the Illinois prairie in 1818.  He came as a fur trader and found the portage at Chicago “drier” than reports that had been made from earlier visits.  He and his crew had to “portage” or carry their canoes and possessions through Mud Lake.  It was just that, mud up to the men’s waists.  They carried hundreds of pounds each, six miles.  The lake was also filled with blood-sucking leeches.  Hubbard now wanted what Jolliet had envisioned years earlier, a canal.


The land needed for the canal corridor was taken from the Indians and decided by congress to be sold to generate money needed to build the canal.  But why would people come?  There was not much to be found in Northern Illinois at the time except very fertile land.  People moving west had been settling in Southern Illinois near Cairo where the Mississippi met the Ohio River.  But the promise of growing grains would bring people north.











Finally, a plan.  In 1830, Ottawa would be the western end of the canal and towns between would be created along the canal.  The canal would move goods and products inexpensively through Chicago.  In 1834 Chicago now had a harbor.  But how could the new farmers get their grain to market?  The canal must be built, but how?  LAND SPECULATION!  People would buy prairie land with the promise this land in the canal corridor would become more valuable.







A pick, a shovel, a wheelbarrow and an Irishman was what the canal planners said was needed to build the canal.  Poverty and famine is what brought most Irish to America.  The canal commissioners hired William Gooding to design the canal.  The canal was planned to be 96 miles long, six feet deep and 60 feet wide.  Very important to the canal was the locking system.   A lock is a chamber that closes when the boat is in it.  The lock then fills with water to raise or lower the boat to the new water level.


In the summer of 1836 the digging began.  The canal was dug entirely by shovels and picks.  The diggers day was 16 hours long, from sun up to sun down for $1.00 per day.  The ditch (as it was being called) had to had to have trees cleared from it and limestone blasted from it.  The limestone was used to build the locks and neighboring buildings.











The conditions of work on the canal were difficult enough with the backbreaking work and terrible living conditions.  But now disease was sweeping through the work camps.  Malaria spread by mosquitoes was killing many workers.  They also had to contend with diseases being brought into the area from infected people.  Horrible diseases like typhus and cholera.  In addition to all of these problems, the money needed to continue work was gone.  Within the first few years, scrip was printed.  Scrip was an I.O.U.  Men working as diggers could redeem the scrip to purchase land along the canal.  That land ownership seemed to be a far-off dream to most workers, they wanted to eat.  In 1842, work stopped.  The canal was only half finished.  The state borrowed money to continue work.  If the canal was finished, they could collect money through tolls and pay back the money borrowed.  In 1845, work on the canal resumed.  The canal was finally finished and opened in the spring of 1848.  Now lumber, rock, coal and grain could be shipped, business was booming.  But freight wasn’t the only thing traveling the canal.  Packet boats were now sailing.   A packet voyage could take the traveler the length of the canal in about 24 hours for $4.00.  The packet was a luxurious way to travel, compared to the dreadful experience of a bumpy stagecoach.  Each boat or barge was pulled along the canal by either a horse (packet) or a mule (barge).  Young men aged 14 to 19 years worked day and night walking the animals up and down the canal paths.



But there was growing competition to the canal- the iron horse.  By 1852 railroad tracks were being laid through the canal corridor, and now one could travel much faster than by packet.  The railroads took away freight business, however, it was still more practical, and cheaper to move heavy freight by water.





By the 1890’s, Chicago was now a world city.  Shipping through the city via the I&M Canal made Chicago a trade capital.  But new problems (sanitation) in the city made leaders plan a new canal.  The Sanitary and Shipping Canal.  This new waterway would run parallel to much of the I&M, but it would be considerably deeper and wider.  The old I&M could not compete and it was closed in 1933.






The current use for the canal is educational and recreation.  The Illinois and Michigan canal links us to our past and connects us to our future.

Suggested Connecting Free Field Trips to Supplement the Lockport Field Trip

1. The Chicago Portage National Historic Site - Located in Portage Woods, between 47th Street and I-55.  Currently under construction, this site will include a museum, archeological center, a replica of Laughton’s Trading Post, library, and other resources.  The Friends of the Chicago Portage will arrange a guided tour of the historic portage area free of charge.  Please telephone 773) 267-0948 prior to your visit.

2. Isle a la Cache Museum - 501 East Romeo Road, Romeoville, Il. 815) 886-1467.  This site offers seasonal school programs as well as family programs.  In addition, you may picnic and enjoy a natural view of the Des Plaines River.  This site has re-production buildings including a longhouse, wigwam and trading post.  School programs are offered in the fall and spring.  However, the site is open year round Tuesday through Sunday.  Please call prior to visit to check availability and hours of operation as they fluctuate.

3. The Jacob Henry Mansion - 20 South Eastern Avenue, Joliet, Il. 60433, 815) 722-1420.  The 16,800 square foot home was built in 1873 for the wealthy railroad magnate Jacob Henry.  The home built in the Second Empire style incorporating a French, monumental and ornate look.  It is claimed to be the largest and best example of Renaissance Revival architecture still standing in Illinois.  This site is available for group functions, including weddings, banquets and meetings.  To schedule a tour to receive further information please telephone 815) 722-2465.  The tour is free, but donations are greatly appreciated.

4. Joliet Iron Works Historic Site - P.O. Box 1069, Joliet, Il. 60434, 815) 727-8700.  This 60 acre site contains the ruins of blast furnaces, stoves and associated structures used in the iron-making process.  The preserve includes a 1.5 mile walkway through the ruins.  Visitors may view the interpretive signs along the concrete walkway explaining the process of iron making as well as the lives of the workers.  The Heritage Trail Bike Path passes through the site connecting Joliet’s City Center to Lockport’s Dellwood Park.  Please call 815) 727-8700 to request a free guided tour or a slide show program.

5. Channahon State Park - A few blocks south of U.S. 6.  The 25 acre park features access to the I&M Canal State Trail, Lock #6 and one of the two remaining lock keeper’s homes still standing.  Picnicking, camping and fishing are also available.  Please call The Information Center at 815) 467-4271.

6. McKinley Woods - At the south end of McKinley Road, south of U.S. 6 and Bridge Street in Channahon.  This 262 acre preserve is owned and administered by the Forest Preserve District of Will County.  The park offers biking, fishing, hiking and canoe access.  Camping is by permit only for a fee.

7. I&M Canal State Trail - Gebhard Woods Access-101 Ottawa Street, Morris, Il. 815) 942-0796.  Groups of 25 or more need a permit from the park office before visiting.  An interpreter will schedule a time to meet with your group in advance of your trip.

8. The Seneca Grain Elevator - Two blocks west of Main Street on the north bank of the canal in downtown Seneca.  The elevator is currently undergoing restoration, but it is the oldest grain elevator along the I&M.  Built in 1861-2, the elevator stored grain that canal barges carried to market, primarily in Chicago.  It is owned and operated by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources.  Please telephone 815) 942-0796 prior to visiting.

9. I&M Canal State Trail-Buffalo Rock Access - Dee Bennett Road, Ottawa, Il. 815) 433-2224 or 815) 433-2220.  Access to Split Rock and Lock #14 in LaSalle.

10. LaSalle County Historical Society Museum - P.O. Box 278, Utica, Il. 61373, 815) 667-4861.  The building is a former warehouse on the I&M canal.  School programs are offered at the one-room schoolhouse.  It is open 10 a.m. to 4 a.m. Wednesday to Friday and noon to 4 p.m. on weekends, May through October; the museum is open only on weekends November through April.  There is a $1.00 per person admission fee.

11. Illinois Waterway Visitor Center - Dee Bennett Road, Utica, Il. 815) 667-4064.  Open daily 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., the Visitor’s Center at the Starved Rock Lock and Dam is operated by the U.S Army Corps of Engineers.  This site has a very good school program as well as access to the lock.  Picnicking is allowed on site at tables and a long bench overlooking the river’s lock.  Also, winter is a fantastic time to visit to see the eagles feeding at the lock.  Please call ahead.

12. Canallers in the Corridor - This free program brings the I&M story to life.  Interpreters donate their time to promote the “living history” of the canal.  The first person narratives portray an array of personage including canal workers, lock tenders, boat captains, etc.  You may arrange for a canaller to meet your group by telephoning 630) 325-1528.  The program is free, but donations are accepted.






















































                              

ADDENDUM

Quick Answers to Frequently Asked Questions and Glossary of Terms

Packet Boat – a passenger vessel pulled by horses which traveled the canal at six miles per hour.  The boats were about the size of a school bus and it cost approximately $4.00 to ride from Chicago to LaSalle.  The boats also distributed mail along the canal.

Portage – to carry the canoe itself and all of it’s cargo and supplies between waterways.

Canal Lock – a compartment with a pair of watertight gates at each end.  When a boat “locks”, the chamber closes and fills with water to raise the boat to the new water level.  The process may be easier to understand by explaining the lock as a “water elevator”.

Scrip – a bank note or check issued by the State of Illinois between the years 1839 and 1842.  Canal workers were able to redeem the scrip to purchase land along the canal corridor.

Lockport – the command post of the I & M Canal, the headquarters for production.

Diseases on the Canal – malaria, typhus and cholera.  Spread by infected mosquitoes, malaria affected the canal workers with “yellow fever”.  Typhus and cholera, both deadly, were brought by travelers to the canal.

Louis Jolliet – explorer from Canada.  He trapped furs, mapped the Illinois Country and discovered “flowage” of water leading him to believe that he was at the true continental divide of America.

Father Jacques Marquette – a Jesuit priest who accompanied Jolliet through the Illinois Country.

Gurden Hubbard – a fur trader, he came to Chicago in 1818 to trade Indians blankets, cloth and metals for fur.  He later became a canal commissioner and business tycoon in real estate, insurance and meat packing.

William Gooding – born in 1803, he was a canal engineer before coming to Illinois.  He was appointed Chief Engineer/Designer for the I & M Canal.  It took 12 years to complete the canal. 

