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Prairie Tides

Lesson Plan

This video guide for Prairie Tides was developed in partnership with the Canal Corridor Association and Lewis University.  Funding was provided as part of the Landmarks of American History Initiative of the National Endowment for the Humanities.

Prairie Tides is the story of the building of the Illinois and Michigan Canal and embraces all the great themes of American History.  It is a video that tells the story of the lives and dreams of hard-working people who built that canal and in turn, the country.  Students will recognize names familiar to American history like Louis Jolliet and Abraham Lincoln.  It is all here, the story of an immigrant odyssey that grew a region and replaced the Native American culture on the prairie.

Goals and Objectives

Students will:


--
Review the video, Prairie Tides.


--
Answer the questions and vocabulary

Students will be able to:


--
Understand the history and development of the Illinois and Michigan Canal.


--
Understand the canal's impact on the development of the canal towns along the corridor as well as



the city of Chicago.

State Standards

Goal 14: Understand political systems


--
Learning Standard D. Role and influence of individuals and interest groups in the political system of



Illinois and the United States

Goal 15: Understand economic systems


--
Learning Standard A.  How do different economic systems operate in the exchange, production,



distribution and consumption of goods and services.


--
Learning Standard D.  Understand trade as an exchange of good and services.


--
Learning Standard E.  The impact of government policies and decisions on production and



consumption in the economy.

Goal 16: Understand events, trends, individuals and movements shaping Illinois and American history.


--
Learning Standard A.  Historical analysis and interpretation.


--
Learning Standard C.  Development of economic systems.


--
Learning Standard D.  Understand Illinois, U.S. History


--
Learning Standard E.   Illinois, United States environmental history

Goal 17: Understand the effects of geography


--
Learning Standard A.  Locate, describe and explain places, regions and features.


--
Learning Standard C.  Understand relationships between geographic factors and society

Goal 18: Social Systems


--
Learning Standard A.  Compare characteristics of culture.

Resources

Visuals


1.
The original undeveloped site of the portage trail used by French traders and the Native American



tribes.  (entitled, Chicago and found on the blackboard)


2.
An overview of the route of the Illinois and Michigan Canal and the canal towns that developed as



the canal was built.  (entitled, Canal and found on the blackboard)


3.
Chicago in 1830 and the impact that a canal would have on the Chicago River and what would



become the heart of the city.  (entitled, Dearborn and found on the blackboard)


4.
The opening of the last great canal in 1848.  notice the freight and packet boats that would be used



on the canal.  (entitled, Boat and found on the blackboard)
Handouts


1.
Historical Overview of the llinois and Michigan Canal. (this resource can be found on page 3 of 23



and goes to page 7 in the resources materials packet from "The Last Great American Canal Summer



2004 Teachers Workshop")


2.
Timeline: The timeline provides the teacher with information that shows how geography shaped the



Illinois and Michigan Canal region to present day.  (this resource can be found on page 2 of 23 in



the resources materials packet from "The Last Great American Canal Summer 2004 Teachers



Workshop")


3.
Geographic Locations: A list of associated locations is provided that can be used on a regional or



national map of the United States.


4.
Vocabulary: A list of vocabulary terms that are associated with the video, Prairie Tides.


5.
Viewing Guide: Questions and suggested student responses are provided in the guide.


6.
Other Resources: All of the materials in the video guide can be found at the Lewis University home



page that serves as an archive for materials on the Illinois and Michigan Canal.  The web site is



located at http://www.lewisu.edu.You will need to select "quick links" and then "blackboard."  The



user name is NEH2004 and the password is NEH 2004.

Individuals/Groups Associated with the Illinois & Michigan Canal

William Archer
He was a civil engineer and was one of the first canal commissioners.

John Jacob Astor
He started the American Fur Company and developed a network of trading


posts that sent furs from the west back to the east coast and Europe.

Madore Beaubin
Early Chicago businessman elected to the first Chicago Board of Trustees. 


In 1838, he became the first contractor of Canal section One.  He supervised


a great deal of the digging but leaves the Illinois & Michigan Project due to


financial loses.

Billy "Sauganash" Caldwell
He arrived in Chicago and could speak French, English, and Potawatomi, so


he served as an interpreter to Indian Agents.  He is given credit for


suggesting that a feeder channel be dug to supply water for the I&M Canal.

Henry Clay
National political leader responsible for the American System.  A major part


of the Clay plan was internal improvements to increase the flow of goods


and people and to develop the west.

Dewitt Clinton
New York Governor who advocated the development of the Erie Canal

John Deere
Patented the steel plow.
Gaylord Donnelly
Local lender and philanthropist in the movement to create the Illinois and


Michigan Heritage Corridor.
George Gaylord
Local merchant who opened a dry goods store in the original construction


building (1838) adjacent to the I&M Canal.

Gurdon Hubbard
Fur trader employed by the Astor Fur Company.  Hubbard settled in


Chicago after the end of the fur trade in 1834, becoming a business tycoon. 


He was an advocate of a canal and one of the original I&M Commissioners.

Indian Tribes
The Fox, Potawatomi, and Sac tribes lived in the Chicago region.  The


native lands would be taken by treaty and used to build the I&M Canal.

Louis Jolliet
French explorer who saw the shortcut through the prairies between the


Mississippi River and Lake Michigan.

John Harris Kinzie
Early Chicago businessman who opened a variety store and later owned a


shipping and lumber business.  An original toll collector on the I&M Canal


and the second mayor of Chicago

John Lane Sr.
Local resident of Lockport who invented the first steel plow.

Cyrus McCormick
Inventor of the reaper.  His invention along with the steel plow helped


further the opening of the prairie lands to agricultural development.

William Ogden
Made a fortune in buying and selling of real estate.  Ogden was elected the


first mayor of Chicago and was a contractor on two sections of the canal. 


He later invests in Chicago's first railroads.

James Thompson
Appointed by the Illinois Legislature to oversee the construction of the I&M


Canal and to survey and lay out the street plans for Chicago, LaSalle,


Lockport, Morris, and Ottawa.

Geographic Locations Associated with the Illinois & Michigan Canal

Canals
Canal Towns
Cities
Other Sites
Waterways

Erie Canal
Channahon
Buffalo
Fort Dearborn
Chicago River

Cal-Sag Channel
Joliet
Chicago
Isle a La Cache
Des Plaines River

Sanitary Ship Canal
LaSalle-Peru
New Orleans
Mud Lake
Du Page River


Lemont
New York

Great Lakes


Lockport
St. Louis

Hudson River


Marsailles


Illinois River


Morris


Kankakee River


Ottawa


Mississippi River


Summitt


Ohio River


Utica


St. Lawrence River


Willow Springs




VOCABULARY


1.
aqueduct


2.
bankrupt


3.
barter


4.
bedrock


5.
bonds


6.
canal


7.
canal boat


8.
canoe


9.
cargo


10.
cash crops


11.
charter


12.
cholera


13.
clay


14.
coal 


15.
commerce


16.
commissioner


17.
commodities


18.
contractors


19.
corridor


20.
depression


21.
engineer


22.
fertile


23.
frontier


24.
grain elevators


25.
“grubbing”


26.
land grants


27.
limestone


28.
locks


29.
malaria


30.
mule drivers


31.
National Heritage Corridor


32.
packet boat


33.
pelts


34.
pick


35.
plow


36.
port


37.
portage


38.
prairie


39.
quarry


40.
schooners


41.
scrip


42.
shovel


43.
squatters


44.
stock


45.
stone-cutters


46.
strike


47.
summit


48.
surveyors


49.
toll


50.
tow path 


51.
trading post


52.
treaty


53.
typhoid


54.
voyagers


55.
warehouses


56.
wheelbarrow

VOCABULARY

1. aqueduct—a large pipe or channel to carry water from a distant source

2. bankrupt—legally declared unable to pay one’s debts

3. barter—to trade one item for something else

4. bedrock—solid rock beneath the soil

5. bonds—a paper representing borrowed money with interest

6. canal—a man-made waterway used for irrigation, drainage, or navigation

7. canal boat—boat used on a canal

8. canoe—light slender boat with pointed ends that is moved by paddles

9. cargo—goods or merchandise moved by boat or other vehicle

10. cash crops—a crop grown to be sold

11. charter—a written contract

12. cholera—a serious infectious often fatal disease caused by microorganisms

13. clay—earth that is soft and pliable when wet

14. coal—a black natural solid made from fossilized plants 

15. commerce—the buying and selling of goods on a large scale

16. commissioner—an official in charge of a governmental department

17. commodities—articles of trade such as grain or coal

18. contractor—one who provides materials and labor for a construction job.

19. corridor—a narrow strip of land

20. depression—drastic decline in economic activity including unemployment 

21. engineer—someone who plans and supervises construction

22. fertile—rich material such as soil

23. frontier—the undeveloped area

24. grain elevators—storage areas for wheat or other cereal plants

25. “grubbing”—to clear by digging up roots and stumps

26. land grants—public land given by a government for a canal, or railroad 

27. limestone—a sedimentary rock used as a building material

28. locks—gates on an enclosure of a canal to raise and lower boats

29. malaria—a severe infectious disease transmitted by mosquitoes

30. mule driver—a person who leads the mules that pull canal boats

31. National Heritage Corridor—land along the I & M Canal recognized in 1984 by Congress for its cultural, historic, recreational, and economic resources.

32. packet boat—a passenger boat on the canal

33. pelts—an animal skin or fur

34. pick—a tool for breaking up soil

35. plow—a farm tool used for breaking up soil and cutting furrows for planting

36. port—a harbor town where ships may dock

37. portage—to carry boats and supplies over land between waterways

38. prairie—large area of flat, rolling country covered with tall grass

39. quarry—area where stone is obtained by digging, cutting and blasting

40. schooners—a sailing vessel with two or more masts

41. scrip—paper money issued for temporary emergency use

42. shovel—a tool with a long handle used for picking up dirt

43. squatters—those who settle on unoccupied land without legal claim

44. stock—shares of ownership in a business

45. stone-cutters—those who cut stone

46. strike—to stop work in order to force an employer to meet demands of workers

47. summit—the highest point

48. surveyors—those who measure and describe a region of the earth

49. toll—a fixed charge for the privilege of crossing a bridge or gate

50. tow path—a path traveled by men or animals (as along a canal)

51. trading post—a station in a sparsely settled area where trade takes place

52. treaty—a formal agreement between two or more people or groups

53. typhoid—an infectious often fatal disease passed in food and water. 

54. voyagers—those who go on a long journey to a distant place

55. warehouses—large buildings where goods are stored

56. wheelbarrow--a vehicle used to move small loads by hand

Illinois & Michigan Canal

Prairie Tides Video

Teacher’s Guide
Questions to answer while following video:


1.
What was the link to the Great Lakes that was shown to Joliet and Marquette on their journey back



to Canada?


2.
What was the main commodity of Chicago in the early 1800s?


3.
What was the length of Mud Lake that Hubbard had to go through?


4.
What conflict resulted in the loss of land by the Native Americans that was to become the   I&M



Canal?


5.
What was the population of Chicago in 1826?


6.
When was the first railroad built in America?  What was the name?


7.
Who invented the steel plow?  Where was it invented?


8.
Who was the chief engineer of the I&M Canal?


9.
What was the width, depth, and length of the I&M Canal?


10.
Who were the main workers who dug the canal?


11.
When did the initial digging of the I&M Canal begin?  


12.
What were the main tools used to dig the canal?


13.
What was discovered under the sand while digging the canal?


14.
How were workers paid for digging the canal once money ran out?

15.
What did officials believe would be the solution to end the depression?


16.
When was the canal completed and filled with the waters of Lake Michigan?


17.
How many workers died building the I&M Canal?


18.
Canal boats could hold up to how many tons of cargo?


19.
What happened in 1853 that was a great blow to the canal industry in Illinois?


20.
What replaced mules to power canal boats in the late 1800s?

Critical thinking questions/discussion

Ideas for Projects with additional research:


1.
Discuss the economic forces that pushed for the development of the I&M Canal.


2.
What impact did the Indian Removal Act have on the development of the I&M Canal?


3.
Compare and contrast the building of canals with that of the building of railroads.

Research the technological improvements that helped develop the I&M Canal and /or the city of Chicago.


1.
Investigate the development of Chicago with the building of the I&M Canal.


2.
Examine what happened to Irish immigrants during and after the completion of the I&M Canal.


3.
Analyze how the I&M Canal was financed from the inception to its completion.


4.
What was the role of the I&M Canal during the Civil War?

Illinois & Michigan Canal

Prairie Tides Video

Teacher’s Guide

Questions to answer while following video:


1.
What was the link to the Great Lakes that was shown to Joliet and Marquette on their journey back



to Canada?





Illinois River


2.
What was the main commodity of Chicago in the early 1800s?





Fur


3.
What was the length of Mud Lake that Hubbard had to go through?





Six miles


4.
What conflict resulted in the loss of land by the Native Americans that was to become the   I&M



Canal?





War of 1812


5.
What was the population of Chicago in 1826?





20 people


6.
When was the first railroad built in America?  What was the name?





1830: Baltimore & Ohio Railroad 


7.
Who invented the steel plow?  Where was it invented?





John Lane: Lockport, IL.


8.
Who was the chief engineer of the I&M Canal?





William Gooding


9.
What was the width, depth, and length of the I&M Canal?





60 feet wide, 6 feet deep, 96 miles long


10.
Who were the main workers who dug the canal?





Irish immigrants


11.
When did the initial digging of the I&M Canal begin?  





July 4, 1836


12.
What were the main tools used to dig the canal?





Pick, Shovel, Wheelbarrow, (Irishman)


13.
What was discovered under the sand while digging the canal?





Limestone and coal



14.
How were workers paid for digging the canal once money ran out?





Canal Scrip


15.
What did officials believe would be the solution to end the depression?





Complete the I&M Canal


16.
When was the canal completed and filled with the waters of Lake Michigan?





1848


17.
How many workers died building the I&M Canal?





More than 1000


18.
Canal boats could hold up to how many tons of cargo?





150 tons


19.
What happened in 1853 that was a great blow to the canal industry in Illinois?





The opening of the Rock Island Railroad from Chicago to LaSalle


20.
What replaced mules to power canal boats in the late 1800s?





Steam powered vessels
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